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Abnormal Man. Being Essays on Education and Crime and 
Related Subjects, with Digests of Literature and a Bibliography. 
By Arthur MacDonald. Washington, Government Printing 
Office, 1893. — 445 pp. 

This book is evidence of the important position that the scientific 
study of criminals has assumed, and its publication under the 
auspices of the national bureau of education is in itself worthy of 
comment. There is evidently a recognition by the government that 
the usefulness of its trained staff of assistants can be extended 
beyond the limits of seed distribution and the collection of popula- 
tion statistics. 

People are slowly becoming aware that the proper treatment of 
the delinquent classes is of the gravest importance, and intimately 
connected with the welfare of society in general. They begin to see 
that crime is less an excrescence than an organic disorder, in the 
treatment of which, while local applications are useful and even 
indispensable and the scalpel and lancet must often be used, still 
the main reliance is to be placed on those remedies which affect 
the organization as a whole — which, restoring the general health, 
increase the power to reject and resist deleterious influences. The 
grave dimensions of the problem are bringing its consideration more 
and more into the foreground, and everywhere at the present day we 
see scientists resolutely grappling with the difficulties which it 
involves. However, it must be conceded that the investigations in 
this domain have been more actively carried on in Europe, and 
especially on the continent, than in our own land, and hence Mr. 
MacDonald does the cause of the American study of criminology a 
great service in presenting the most advanced European views, with 
a very brief statement of the contents of the various books on the 
subject. 

Mr. MacDonald is well known as a writer who has given to the 
subjects treated in the book under review his close and earnest 
study for many years. He apparently is an advocate of the exten- 
sion of the laboratory method to the study of history, political 
economy and indeed all manifestations of human will and activity. 
But he does not devote much space in this book to his own views. 
His object is rather to make a careful study of the works of others, 
and, by a very brief summing up, to present the dominant ideas 
found therein, and to define clearly each author's position. This 
catalogue raisonni is accordingly of great service to the student. At 
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times, however, in the author's laudable attempt to present in the 
tersest form the arguments of extensive works, he has sacrificed 
clearness to condensation. This happily occurs seldom, less 
frequently than experience has taught us to expect in a digest. 

The bibliography, more than two hundred pages in length, has 
the great merit of being almost a complete list of books and articles 
on sociological subjects, — criminology, suicide, pauperism, insanity 
and genius, etc., — with a brief discussion of each subject. Even 
the retention in the list of many articles of ephemeral value — super- 
ficial newspaper treatment of matters which belong to the exclusive 
sphere of the specialist — serves at least to show the amount of 
popular interest existing, and the extent to which the specialist's 
teachings, by influencing the lay mind, have borne fruit. 

S. H. Schwarz. 

Grundziige einer Socialpadagogik und Socialpolitik. By Pro- 
fessor Dr. Karl Fischer. Eisenach, M. Wilckens, 1892. — 
429 pp. 

The chief aim of Professor Fischer in this work is not so much 
of a theoretical as of a practical nature, namely, to show how we 
can emerge from the present state of social war into the state of 
social peace. The " war " is that between the Social Democrats and 
the rest of the German people. Naturally, for the author, the 
" enemy " is the Social- Democratic Party. Professor Fischer does 
not believe that, if their teachings are refuted, the party itself will be 
annihilated. Therefore, he does not enlarge upon theories, but sets 
himself a more practical task. From a rapid survey of the writings 
of the leading Social Democrats he gathers that they have declared 
war on the monarchic state, on society and on the church, and that 
they teach republicanism, socialism and atheism. Accordingly, he 
proceeds to examine these positions. 

First, does political science teach republicanism ? To settle this 
question Professor Fischer glances over both ancient and modern 
history. Observing that the Orient and Egypt know nothing but 
monarchy, and that in the history of Europe monarchy predomi- 
nates by far; and observing further that the great majority of thinkers 
have expressed themselves in favor of the monarchic principle : he 
concludes that science is against republicanism. 

Secondly, does economic science teach socialism? Under this 
head the author deals with Adam Smith, Ricardo and Marx as 



